
Palm Beach Poetry Festival
3199 Lake Worth Road, Suite B-3
Lake Worth, FL 33461

Work with one of our critically acclaimed poets in a workshop limited to twelve qualified participants and three auditors. 
Enjoy and learn from readings and special events held at Old School Square, a National Historic Site, in Delray Beach, 
Florida, where restaurants, art galleries, the public library and hotel lodging are all within walking distance.  
Join us January 20-25, 2020 at the 16th Annual Palm Beach Poetry Festival as part of a community of poets from all 
over the world. The festival will inspire you to write, listen, read, and revise. Beaches, palm trees and blue skies all add to the 
festival experience. Apply online: www.palmbeachpoetryfestival.org, or use the application form below.

The deadline to apply online or by mail is November 10, 2019.

PARTICIPANTS: Tuition includes admission to 16 hours of workshop instruction 
and all festival events including the gala. A guest seat at the gala is available for 
$150. 

AUDITORS sit in on workshops as observers and receive all handouts under 
discussion, but do not comment in workshop, nor share their own poems there. 
Tuition includes admission to all events except the gala. The cost for Auditors to 
purchase up to 2 seats at the gala is $150 each.

APPLY BY MAIL: Mail the completed application form, three of your best poems, 
with $25 non-refundable reading fee and $250 tuition deposit to PBPF Workshops, 
3199 B-3 Lake Worth Road, Lake Worth, FL 33461: Attention: Marti. Postmark 
Deadline: November 10, 2019

WORKSHOP PREFERENCES: List up to 4 workshops you will attend and pay for 
upon acceptance. After our reader selects qualified applicants, we use blind 
lotteries to fill the seats. About 90% of participants and auditors are placed in first 
or second choice workshop, but we cannot guarantee such placement.

INDIVIDUAL ONE-HOUR CONFERENCES: Workshop applicants may reserve a 
one-on-one conference to focus attention on up to 10 pages of poetry, with 
Lorna Blake, Editorial Board, Barrow Street; Sally Bliumis-Dunn, professor 
at Manhattanville College; Angela Narciso Torres, Poetry Editor at RHINO. 
Appointments will be confirmed upon acceptance to a workshop first-come-first 
served. Manuscripts are due to faculty for review by December 10th. The cost is 
$99, payable upon confirmation. A great opportunity! 

WORKSHOP PREPARATION: After tuition is paid in full, participants will be advised of 
any advance or specific workshop preparation. When copies are requested, 17 copies 
should be made in advance of arrival, to include the instructor, 12 participants, up to 
three auditors, and one assisting intern. On-site copying facilities are limited.

PAYMENT POLICY: Applications must be accompanied by a $25 
nonrefundable reading fee, and a $225 tuition deposit. Tuition balance 
is payable upon acceptance. Acceptances will be e-mailed by November 
15. Should tuition balance remain unpaid for forty-eight hours after 
acceptance, your seat will be awarded to another qualified applicant and 
your deposit will be forfeited. Once you pay in full, the workshop seat is 
reserved for you. All sales are final.

WITHDRAWAL & CANCELLATION POLICY: Your deposit will be refunded if you 
withdraw your application prior to acceptance, or if you are not accepted into one 
of the workshops listed on your application. 

After you have paid for the workshop, should you have to cancel for any reason, 
up until December 28, 2019, we will refund your tuition payment, only if we can, 
after exercising our best efforts, find a qualified replacement for you who agrees 
to pay your tuition in full, and subject to a $25 withdrawal fee. Should you cancel 
after December 28th, no tuition refund will be made. 

We realize emergencies do happen, and we will do our best to help you should 
cancellation become necessary, but we cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
replace you in the event of a cancellation. 

WORKSHOP PARTICIPANT TUITION: $950 
WORKSHOP AUDITOR TUITION: $550 

OPTIONAL (1-Hour)
ONE-ON-ONE CONFERENCE: $99

✁

✁
✁

✁

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: (_____)_________________________________________         Cell Phone: (_____)____________________________________________  
I am applying to be a:   ❏ Participant   ❏ Auditor            Have you taken a PBPF Workshop before?   ❏ Yes   ❏ No
Workshop Preference: I hereby apply for admission to the following workshops listed in order of my preference. I agree to pay tuition in full immediately 
upon acceptance into any one of the workshops listed
Faculty Preference:

1st Choice: ______________________  2nd Choice: ______________________  3rd Choice: ______________________  4th Choice: ______________________
Attach your three poem manuscript, which must be (1) six pages maximum; (2) in standard 12 pt type; (3) without name or contact info on the poems. 
Send your best work, not poems for the workshop.

Reserve a Conference with:

❏ Lorna Blake ❏ Sally Bliumis-Dunn  
❏ Angela Narciso Torres  ❏ Do Not Reserve Now

$25 reading fee and $250 tuition deposit:  
❏ enclosed;  or  ❏ charge to my credit card  ❏ Visa  ❏ MC  ❏ Amex

Account Number:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

Expiration Date: ______/______/______ Security Code ______

Mail to: Palm Beach Poetry Festival Workshops,
3199 B-3 Lake Worth Rd, Lake Worth, FL, 33461 Attn: Marti
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LAURE-ANNE BOSSELAAR
NICKOLE BROWN  
        & JESSICA JACOBS
REGINALD GIBBONS
MAJOR JACKSON
ILYA KAMINSKY
DANA LEVIN
ADRIAN MATEJKA
MAGGIE SMITH
Special Guest
JOY HARJO
Poet At Large
PATRICIA SMITH 

Additional Faculty
LORNA BLAKE
SALLY BLIUMIS-DUNN
ANGELA NARCISO TORRES

Poetry Workshop FacultySix days of readings, lectures, 
craft talks, and poetry workshops 
in Delray Beach, Florida. Focus on 
your work with nine of America’s 

finest poets.

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!    www.palmbeachpoetryfestival.org

Praise for the festival

old school square in delray Beach  
  . . . the perfect location!

All festivAl events take place at Old School Square, 51 North 
Swinton Avenue, Delray Beach, Florida, within walking distance of 
restaurants for every budget, art galleries; the beautiful public library 
and hotels offering discounted festival rates. Delray’s beaches are a 
short shuttle-bus ride away.

Because January is the height of vacation season in Delray Beach, 
we urge you to visit our website for links to hotels offering special 
discounts for festival participants, and to reserve your room early. (You 
may cancel the reservation, if necessary, up to 48 hours before arrival 
date.) If you plan to rent a car, special festival rates may be found on 
the website. Again, reserve early.

an extraordinary Week of WorkshoPs and Poetry events

The 16th Annual Palm Beach Poetry Festival is graciously supported by …

The Legacy Group of Atlanta

LRN Public Media

www.palmbeachpoetryfestival.org VISIT US / APPLY ONLINE:

INSPIRATION POURS FORTH from panel discussions, craft talks and workshops. —Michael McCarthy, Fredericksburg, VA, participant

What more can a poet ask than to bask in the friendly rigor of excellent poets, excellent students and the Florida sun? In this conference, devoted to the 
poetic imagination, THERE IS TIME TO NURTURE THE MUSE IN THE COMPANY OF NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED POETS--and time to eat at divine 
restaurants, too. Balmy weather, friendly atmosphere, and high standards, too? It’s a dream gathering. —Molly Peacock, faculty

THE FESTIVAL WAS EDUCATIONAL AND INSPIRATIONAL THROUGHOUT. I learned more in this week than in years—from the variety of brilliant poets/
teachers … plus the perfect venue … and, when one came up for air, the ocean waves to pull us up and back down into wonder.
—James Lenfestey, Minneapolis, MN, participant

THE FESTIVAL WAS RUN SO SMOOTHLY, with a terrific nationally and internationally known faculty and, in the workshops, critically astute,  
serious poets. One of the best festivals in the country, I believe. —B.H. Fairchild, Claremont, CA, faculty

IT’S THE BEST POETRY FESTIVAL I’ve been to and none are better and none as good—the venues, the 
students, the faculty, the spirit, the leadership, the ethos. —Thomas Lux, Atlanta, GA, faculty

The poets come to the Palm Beach Poetry Festival with serious intentions about their own 
work, and the faculty meet those poets with REMARKABLE GENEROSITY. I appreciate 
being in a space where those two kinds of people work together.  
—Ginger Murchison, Atlanta, GA, faculty

This event entirely EXCEEDED MY EXPECTATIONS and I can’t wait for next year. 
—Emily Ransdale, Camas, Washington, participant

I REALIZED I WAS IN THE PRESENCE OF MASTER POETS, brilliant people, 
kind as any persons I’ve ever known. The set up suited me perfectly—
classical music playing as we walked in the door in the morning, artwork 
through the halls and in the classroom, the bookstore, the cleanliness, the 
friendliness …—Carla Carlson, Pelham Manor, NY, participant

THIS WAS ONE OF THE MOST AMAZING EXPERIENCES OF MY LIFE. The 
workshop leaders, staff, and the participants were all people who have 
enriched my life. I am grateful to them all …  
—Adrienne Drobnies, Vancouver, BC, participant

THIS FESTIVAL IS ONE OF THE MOST CELEBRATORY I HAVE 
EXPERIENCED. The faculty teach with great dedication, and the poets who 
come to study are uncommonly talented. Readings, talks and other events 
are packed to the rafters, and such joy builds during the week that we 
almost don’t notice the glorious sunshine and sea wind, but it is there, 
gracing us with a respite from winter. —Carolyn Forché, faculty

Most of all I LOVED THE FEELING OF COMMUNITY around a shared interest and 
passion. —Anne Doolittle, Nashville, TN, participant


